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THE

EDUCATIONAL CREED
OF

Prof. Benoy Kumar Sarkar

A. General

1. Aim and Criterion of Lducation twofold : the
man must be (i) intellectually, a discoverer of truths and
pioneer of learning, (ii) morally, an organiser of institutions,
and-z leader of men. h,

II. Moral Training to be imparted not through
lessons culled from moral and religious text-books, but through
arrangements by which the student is actually made to develop
habits of self-sacrifice and devotion to the interests of others”
by undertaking works of philanthropy and social service. \

III. To build up character and determine the aim or’
mission of life (1) the ‘design,” plan and personal responsibility
of a single guide-philosopher-friend, and (i) the control of the
whole life and career of the student are indispensable. These
circumstances provide the pre-condition for true Spiritual
Eduecation.

IV, Educational Institutions and Movements must not be
made planks in political, industrial, social or religious agitations
and propagandas, but controlled and governed by the Science
of Education based on the rational grounds of Soeciolog'y.
B. Tutorial

1. Even the most elementary course must have a Mul=
tiplicity of subjects with due interrelation and co
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lination. Upto a certain stage the training must be
«ucyclopzdic and as comprchensive as possible.

II. The mother-tonguc must be the Medium of
instruction in all subjects and through all standards. And if in
India the provincial languages are really inadequate and poor
the educationists must make it a point to develop and enrich
them within the shortest possible time by a sustem of patronage
and endowments on the ‘protective p.rinciple.’

III. The sentence, not word, must be the basis of
Language-training, whether in  Inflexional or  Analytical

ngubs—even in Sanskrit ; and the Induective Method
of proceeding from the known to the unknown, concretc to the
abstract, facts and phenomena to general principles, is to Lt the
tutorial method in all branches of learning.

IV. Two Foreign languages besides English and at
least two provincial vernaculars must be made rompulsory
for all Higther Culture in India.

C. Organisational

I. Examinations must be daily. The day’s work
must be finished and tested during the day. And terms of
academic life as well as thc system of giving credit should
be not by years or months but according to subjects or portions
of subjects studied. Steady and constant discipline, both
intellectual and moral, are possible only under these conditions.

II. The Laboratory and Environment of student-
life must be the whole world of men and things. The day's
routine must therefore provide opportunities for self-sacrifice,
devotion, recreations, excursions, ctc, as well as pure intellectual
work. There should consequently be no long holidays or perio-
dical vacations except when necessitated by pedagogic
“interests.
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Opinions

1. MAHAMAHOPADHYAYA PANDIT ADITYA-
RKRAM BHATTACHARYWW, M. A,, Fellow, Allaha-
bad Universitys Late Professor, Muir College,
Allahabad, author ot Rjju Vyakarana :—

“I write"this in my appreciation of your effort
to facilitate and popularise the study of Sanskrit.
Your method to teach sanskrit withoyt the lear-
ner’s going through a first course of grammar
merits trial.

The old method has done its part so long and
will remain inevitable in the case of higher and
thorough study. But if quicker methods of acquir-
ing languages, living or dead, be discovered and
introduced, humanity will bless him whose inven-
tive genius can succeed to achieve the object
which every well-wisher of learning has at heart.

At the very outset the attempt looks some-
what revolutiongry. But in other fields it is such
revolutionary departures from the old track that
has hastened the advance of arts and sciences.”
2. RamBaEADUR BABU SRISH CHANDRA BASU,
B.A., of the Provincial Civil Service, (U. P, ),
author of thcAsbtadbyayt of Panini, (M. A, Text-
Book, London University) and Translator (and
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annotator) of Bhattaji Dikshita’s Siddhanta
Kaumudi, the Upanishads, Vedanta Sutra
and the Mitakshara in the ‘Sacred Books of the
Hindus Series’ :(—

‘“The scheme of Sanskrit works in Professor
Benoy Kumar Sarkar’s pedagogic series is based
on the conception that any language, whether
inflectional or analytical, living or dead, can be
learnt exactly in the method in which the mother-
tongue is acquired. No preliminary training in
the generalisations and definitions of grammar
is therefore required, and the student may be at
once introduced to the sentence as the unit of
thought and expression.

By a skilful and systematic application ofthis
method, Professor Sarkar has been able to build
up, through lessons and exercises in translation,
conversation, questions and answers, and correc-
tion of errors, a text-book in Sanskrit which
serves the double purpose of a guide to composi-
tion and a series of primers on Sanskrit litera-
ture. From this series of books the reader can
master not only the necessary rules of Sanskrit
Grammar, but also will be familiar with some of
the most important passages of standard classics
e.g. Raghu-vansam, Kumar-sambhavam, Rama-
_yanam and Manu Sanhita, ‘adaptations or ori-
ginals of which the author has incorporated in
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his book as specimens of narrative, historical,
poetical and other styles.
In applying to the study ot Sanskrit princi-
ples and methods that have been utilised in mo-
- dern languages in Europe, Professor Sarkar has
demonstrated, througM\ practical illustrations,
lesson by lesson, that the most highly inflection-
al languages may, with considerable economy
of time and labour and other pedagogic advan-
tages, be reduced to the same method of teaching
and treatment,as those languages ‘Which are
not bound hard and fast by Grammar. To all
students of Sanskrit language and literature, .
Professor Sarkar’s series cannot but heeminently
useful and instructive ; and scholarsinterested in
the art of teaching and the history of Sanskrit
learning cannot but note the considerable impro-
vement on the existing Readers and Primers that
. are in most cases mere imitations or occasional
modifications of the really original works ot Pan-
-dit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagara, C.I. BE.—
whose genius suceeeded in simplifying and adap-
ting Panini for the use of students in Bengal,
The method of the pioneer of Sanskrit learn.

ing can no longer be profitably used under the
altered conditions of the times; and it is desir.
. able that the new method should havea tajy triag
in our secondary schools in the interest of educa-
tional reform.” ’ i
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S. Dr. Satish Chandra Banerji, M. A. D. L.,
PREMCHAND ROYCHAND Scholar,
I entircly agree with you in thinking that the
methods adopted for the study of languages in
this country are defective. Your own plan seems
to have been carefully Aought out, and it 'has
heen admirably worked out. 1 have no doubt
that by following your method our boys will be
able to pick up English and Sanskrit much more
quickly than they do at present.

6. Babu Sarada Charan Mitra, M. A. B. L.
PrREMCHAND RovcHAND Scholar.

I have gone through the hooks Ingraji

. Siksha and Sanskrita Siksha and Prachin Greecer

Jatiya Siksha of your ‘Siksha Bijnan Series’ and

-am of opinion that they will be of great help to

those for whom they areintended. I am glad you
. are doing a great service in the art of teaching,

Q| cigrs—Aardasm cud, R, o,
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8. The Leader, Allahabad, 13th October, 1911"

Every lover of vernacular literature will wel-
come the nice little pamphlet ‘The Man of Letters’
from the pen of Prof. Benoy Kumar Sarkar, .
Lecturer in the Bengal Natidnal Council of Edu-
cation. It sets forth in a forcible manner a
scheme for the fostering of vernacular literature
in India.

"Prof. Sarkar holds that literature in common-
with everything else’ requires protection in
its infancy. He says that our Jiterature is still
in its non-age and it is due to this backwardness -
and poverty ot our langnage and literature that
it has been only accorded a position of second
;ll;.ngpage in the Government's scheme of higher
education and has not been entitled to the dig.-
mity of the first language.
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But this can be achicved if learned bodies
like the Bangiya Sahitya Parishad of Calcutta
and Nagri Pracharini Sabha of Benares undertake
to employ some of the best students of our
country to work together for the development
of our literature undengthe guidance and control
of such literary mnren as Dr. Seal of Bengal and
Dr. Jha of our provinces. But to secure the
services Of these studegts it is essentially
necessary that they should be free from all pecu.
niary. wants.

The Bangiya Sahitya Parishad of Bengal took
up the suggestion of Prof. Sarkar and on the
occasion of the fiftieth birthday anniversary of
Babu Rabindra Nath Tagore, the greatest hvmg
poet of Bengal, have collected a decent fund the
proceeds of which will be utilised in the manner
indicated above. ) '

The Nagri Pracharini Sabha of Benares cah
do the same. The Sabha can raise funds on
similar occasions and spend them likewise. It
this can be dong, perhaps it will not be then
too much “to expect that in the course of terd
years we can have the best literary treasurei
of the world in our own national literature;
that we can have the thoughts and investi-
gations of Plato, Herbert Spencer, Guizot, Hegel
and other European’ philosophers through the
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medium of our own language, and that in no
time the education of these provinces can grow
into one that is natural and really national.”
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10. Empire—23rd September, 1911.

All students of Sanskrit language and litera-
ture should note the 1mp/6vements madeby Pro-
fessor Sarkar, and educational authorities may
see their way to give a fair trial to his method
of teaching in the schoolsunder their jurisdiction.

The author’s “Prachin Greecer Jatiya Siksha’
is in some Tespects a unique production in Ben-
gali. It contains an excellent introductionto the
science of education. Then follows an account of
the systems of education which obtained in Spar-
ta and Athens. In the concluding chapter ancient
Greece and India have heen compared from seve-
ral points of view.

Professor Sarkar’'s volume is an important
contribution to Bengali literature and should
be bought in hundreds. We understand that
all profits arising out of the sale of this book
will go to the funds of the Bangiya Sahitya
Parishad, the leading literary society of
Calcutta. '
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12. The Bengalee, September, 1910.
A MONUMENTAL WORK.

‘‘Shiksha Bijnaner Bhumica’’ or Introduction
to the Science of Education contains an apprecia-
tive prefad by BabuHigendranath Datta, is to be
a comprehensive work tteating of all the aspects
of education, historical, theoreticaland practical.

* ° * * * *

It is highly desirable that the New Method of
Teaching inaugurated in hiswork shoudd find its
trial in our Public Schools and Colleges.

Government is also alive to the causc of
primary education. It isevidentthat we are in
need of a number of educated men, like the pre-
sent author, who can devote their lives tolift and
leaven the general mass of the community.

Slur is ofterr flung at our graduates that they
are not fit for any original work. We invite the
public to take note of this comprehensive and
original work on the Science of Education and
to see if they can adopt its ideals and methods of
education.

The author deserves the most hearty thanks
from the public for the long and steady efforts
that are being made to the cause of educational
xeform.
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16 The Modern Review—October, 1910.

The author is engaged in the preparation of a
‘Science of Education Series’ which will be com-
pleted in twenty parts. The book under review
is an introduction to the whole series. The author
deserves our best thanks fer the services he is
doing to the cause of Educational Reform in our
country,and we recommend this introduction to

our teachers for perusal.
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18. THE HINDUSTHAN REVIEW—Allahabad.

Professor Benoy Kumar Sarkar's Economics
in his Aids to General Culture Series an exposition
of the science as conceived in Europe from Adam
Smith to Marshall, but the dast chafiter “The
Meaning of Indian Ecd?zom:ce—.D:ﬂl-rent stand-
points” isbound to prove not only interesting but
instructive to students in the country. In this
the author gives a lucid summary of the different
standpoigts from which the subject may be
studied.

He distinguishes hetween what passes for
Indian Economics in the curriculum of our study
of our present-day facts and phenomena relating
to the industrial, financial and commercial or-
ganisation of the society and the position the
subject should have as a contribution to the uni-
versal science of Economics, which is yet in the
making according to the principles of the induc?
twe-phxlosophxcal method. According to thmv:
Indian Economics as an appligd science shoull
mgan not an Economic History as set forth la
Mr. Romesh Dutt or a summary of what isava
abje in the Economic and Administrative sectiong
of the Imperial Gazetteer of India, but a study
the methods and means of the socio-economic
economico-political advancement of Imflia.












